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OAU MONROVIA SUMMIT ENDS, SAHARA QUESTION LINGERS 
Moroccan Document on Sahara Policy 
LD2019350 Rabat MAP in French 1530 GMT 20 Jul 79 LD 


(Text ] Monrovia: In view of the debate at the Monrovia summit, concerning the tension 
that reigns in northwest Africa, the Moroccan delegation has distributed to the dele- 
gations present a document analyzing the conclusions of the “committee of wisemen." 
Under the heading: "Meaning and Extent of the Mission of the Wisemen," the document 
declares: 


Morocco is very disappointed, to say the least, by the recommendations of the ad hoc 
committee designated by the OAU. The term “committee of wisemen," used to describe 

this organ, led one to hope that its recommendations, just and at the same time realistic, 
would have opened the way to really possible solutions. It has to be said that neither 
in their form nor in their substance do the committee's recommendations fulfill this 
expectation. 


In their form, they present themselves as an incisive judicial sentence, whereas neither 
the mission entrusted to the committee nor the latter's competence called for such a 
politically and legally perilous exercise. 


As for the substance, the recommendations, far from opening practicable roads, can only 
lead to an even more serious blockage of the present situation, and this despite the 
will for peace which Morocco has constantly demonstrated, and despite its confidence 

in the OAU, of which a recent and striking testimony was given by the suspension of its 
compaaint to the Security Council. 


The simplest way of expounding Morocco's point of view in connection with these pro- 
posals is to make a commentary on them, paragraph by paragraph, examining successively 
the grounds [motifs] [word indistinct] and the purview [disposatif] [words indistinct]: 


1. The text of the document of the "ad hoc committee" refers to the visit which the 
OAU secretary general, accompanied by two ambassadors, paid to Spain. This visit was 
not justified either in a legal context or that of opportunity. 


In law, aS we shall see later, the agreements and conventions to which Spain has been 

a party are perfectly clear and have resulted, as far as Morocco is concerned, in 
restoring, after positive consultations with the Jemma [annually selected council of 
local tribal leaders], Moroccan sovereignty to the part of Moroccan territory not yet 
decolonized, Comments after the event, made by this or that Spanish authority regarding 
these unequivocal and unambiguous diplomatic instruments, are supererogatory, if not 
bold. 


As far as opportunity is concerned, it was hardly wise to seek from the former colonizer, 
who despite repeated UN regulations has waited so long before returning the Sahara, 
particulars of the recommendations demanded by the United Nations. One must not be 
surprised if the nostalgia, spite or even malice wh.ch is always left over by decoloni- 
zation in the countries which had to give way--and even, maybe, the calculations of 

a diplomatic seesaw--<should have inspired the words which the "visitors" have registered 
in Spain. 
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For the sake of truth and the dignity of the debate, these must be dismissed, pure and 
simple, and one has to refer oneself to the texts of 1975 (’and) 1976; 


2. The “ad hoc committee” writes: 


"Considering as evident that all the parties concerned, with the exception of Morocco, 
have agreed that the Saharan people's right to self-determination has not been carried 
through..." 


This “considering” cannot be accepted in any of its parts. First of all, the “parties 
concerned,” in the terms of UNGA Rosolution 3,292 (XXIX), dated 13 December 1974, request- 
ing a consultative opinion from the International Court of Justice, are Morocco and 
Mauritania. Spain is designated as an administering power. Thereby, in a broad sense, 
one can see one “party concerned.” But no other state can claim to have that quality. 


The position of the parties concerned on the point of knowing whether the Saharan people's 
right to self-determination has been carried through, results irrevocably from the pro- 
visions of the tripartite agreement of 14 November 1975, the terms of which none of the 
parties “concerned” in the real sense of the word can today repudiate. 


According to this agreement, "Spain reaffirms its decision...of the decolonization of the 
territory of Western Sahara by putting an end to the responsibilities and powers it is 
holding over this territory as administrating power." 


On the other hand, an intermediary administration is set up in cooperation with Morocco 
and Mauritania and in cooperation with the Jemma, with the Spanish presence in the terri- 
tory, having to end definitively before 28 February 1976. 


Finally, it is stipulated: 
"The opinion of the Saharan people, expressed by the Jemma, shall be respecte: ." 


It is therefore clear to the three “interested” parties that the self-determination of 
the Saharan people would come on the one side from the withdrawal of Spain and on the 
other from the decision of the Jemma. 


This procedure was followed to the letter. At the moment of the final and total with- 
drawal of Spain, on 26 February 1976, the Jemma rightfully approved the return of the 
Western Sahara to Morocco and Mauritania. 


This is the entirely clear position of the “interested parties” and not only of Morocco. 
One cannot see how it could be possible to misinterpret this in particular as far as 
Spain is concerned, when in addition, and besides, in the joint Moroccan-Spanish declara- 
tion of 16 June 1976, Spain “reiterated its position on the subject of the Western Sahara 
by reaffirming that its international responsibilities in respect of the territory 
definitively came to an end on 26 February 1976." 
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It is deeply regrettable that the ad hoc committee can reaffirm against all the 
evidence that only Morocco is of the opinion that the right of self-determination 

of the Saharan people has been compiled with, while the two “interested” parties have 
in the same way anc under the same title as Morocco set out the procedure under which 
the Jemma was entrusted to express, and be the oniy one to express, the opinion of the 
Saharan population, and while the procedure has evolved as foreseen. 


It is even more regrettable that the ad hoc committee can, by its “opinion,” which is 
amply commented, express the view that the provisions of an international agreement 
concluded between three sovereign states can be taken as null and void and that one can 
impute to them an opinion entirely contrary to these provisions; 


3. In continuing to read these “opinions,” one comes to a sentence which expresses 
truly juridical heresy; 


"Considering also that the tripartite agreement between Spain, Morocco and Mauritania has 
transferred only the administration and not the sovereignty to Moroceo and Mauritania." 


However, in the tripartite agreement of 14 November 1975, according to a quotaticn referred 
to previously, Spain relinquishes “the responsibilities and powers it has been holding 
over this territory as administrating power,” 


Without any restrictions, Spain relimishes its responsibilities and powers and there is 
no question of it limiting this measure only to the administration. As the territory in 
question is not “terra nullius” and, as of necessity, sovereignty must be exercised over 
it, one has to admit indeed that Spain could not leave this sovereignty aside. 


In fact, the ad hoc committee's astonishing analysis rests on a disdain of vocabulary. 
It is a question of the erroneous interpretation of the terms “as an administering power." 


In modern legal parlance, an “administering power" is not one that would hold only the 
powers of administering. An administering power, described as such by a sort of euphamisn, 
is one that exercises its powers on a “non-autonomous territory” and which has tae duty 

to lead this territory to autonomy which, according to Resolutions 1541 (XV) and 2625 (Xxv), 
can be realised in different ways and in particulir by integration with a sovereign state. 
But an administering power normally held sovereignty on non-autonomous territories 

dependant on it; this was the case in particular for the "colonies." 


Besides, the abandoning and the transfusion of this suvereignty were the very object of 
decolonization. Therefore, the use of the terms "as an administering power" in no way 
signifies that Spain intended only to transmit powers of administration. It transuitted 
all its powers and all its responsibilities, as the above-cited declaration of 16 June 1976 
repeats, and this implies the transmission of sovereignty. 


It is so ture that Resolution 2,072 (XX) of 15 December 1965, which referred to the 
indivisibility of Ifnmi and Western Sahara, took account of negotiations having to do with 
"the problems reletingto sovereignty, which are posed by these two territories.” 
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In fact, the procedure of the transfer of sovereignty has been the following: 


Spain, which had effectively exercised sovereignty over Western Sahara--which, moreover 
according to the courts’ opinion, has never been “terra mullius"--has decided to re- 
linguish this sovereignty. But it does not leave this sovereignty hanging in midair: 
It is placing it, in fact, in the hands of the Saharan peop e's representatives--in 
other words, the Jemma. Here one has to avoid another confusion into which the ad hoc 
committee has probably also fallen. In fact, during *he transitional period--that is, 
before the end of Spain's sovereignty--the Jemma nas aly a role of limited cooperation 
in the administrative field. However, on the day that Spanish sovereignty ends, on 

26 February 1976, the Jemma obtains a role of decision-making and this not only in the 
administrative field but also in that of sovereignty: It has to express the opinion of 
the Saharan people, who will have to be respected, as to the manner in which the terri- 
tory passes from non-autonomy to autonomy. And it is this exercise of sovereign power 
by the Jemma which formally transfers sovereignty to Morocco and Mauritania. 


It is therefore sovereignty which by way of the Jemma was transferred from Spain to 
Moroceo, a transfer which on the other hand corresponded to the right of Morocco, it- 
self at last decolonized, to recover the territo’y and the people which colonization has 
torn from it; 


4. The last “opinion” of the ad hoc committee is drafted as follows: “Conscious of the 
fact that Morocco maintains that the right of self-determination was exercised by the 
Saharan people by way of the assembly known under the name of Jemma." 


On reading this “opinion,” one understands that the committee does not want to recognize 
that the right of self-determination could validly have been exercised by way of the 
Jemma. 


Here, also, Morocco is forced to take up a position which is entirely contrary to that 
of the committee. 


In the first place, as it has been explained, the recourse to the Jemma for the exericse 
of the right of self-determination is not a Moroccan invention but results from the full 
agreement of the three “interested parties." It is therefore not a Moroccan proposition 
as is suggested by the ad hoc committee, but a juridical solution having as source an 
international convention. 


On the other hand, it has been perfectly normal to resort to the Jemma which, considering 
the social and cultural particularities of the Saharan population, has been incontestably 
representative and formed the no doubt most authentic expression of the will of this 
population. It is hardly necessary to recall that other parts of the Sahara and the 
Saharan population have been rightfully and reasonably incorporated in the states which 
have emerged from decolonization, and without any sort of consultation, partly because 
this has been the necessary result of decolonization and partly because the return to the 
motherland has been regarded as self-evident. 


Morocco cannot agree that the right to self-determinatior should be contested precisely 
in the only case :*ere a consultation has taken place. 
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Paradoxically, the position of the ad hoc committee implicitly but necessarily and a 
fortiori places in doubt the regularity and legitimacy of the decolonization procedures 
followed, [passage indistinct]. 


Pinally, the ad hoc committee, by takirg account only of the consultation of the Jemma, 
seems to consider that the latter has constituted the only manifestation of the will of 
the Saharan people. Wow, since 1976, the citizens of the old Western Sahara have teken 
part normally in municipal elections, provincial and national elections and, through their 
assemblies and through their elected deputies, have been integrated on a perfectly equal 
footing with the Moroccan state, in a consensus which an external army and organized vio- 
lence could not be able to contradict; 


5. In total, if one examines the "grounds" of the kind of sentence which the ad hoc 
committee thought it had to pronounce, one notes that none is exact and that these 
"grounds" even constitute so many countertruths: 


-Jhe “visit” to Spain, the old colonizer, having definitively renounced since 26 January 
1976 all its powers and all its responsibilities, is a deeply regrettable mistake, as much 
on the grounds of law as on that of opportunity; 


--It is not only Morocco, but "all the parties concerned,” which have, in definitive 
Giplomatic agreements, considered that the putting into effect of the will expressed 
by the yemma, carried throug) the Saharan people's right to self-determination; 


“It is very much sovereignty and not a simple power of administration which, by virtue 
of the tripartite agreement and the Jemma's resolution, Spain has transferred to Morocco 
and to Mauritania; 


“The Jemma's consultation followed, in addition, by a whole series of elections and the 
daily practice of a representative regime and an administrative and political life on a 
footing of quality, does correspond to self-determination, (CF, Resolution 2,625) 

(xxv) and accords with the systematically recognized right, as regards the diverse parts 
of the Sahara, of the formerly colonized state to recover the integrity of its territory. 


6. It would be surprising if, on the basis of grounds evoking such grave criticism, the 
ad hoc committee had been able to arrive at an acceptable "purview;" In effect, as will 
be seen, this "purview" evokes even more serious and decisive criticism 


This "purview" of the recommendations of the ad hoc committee, contains three points which 
we shall examine one after the other. 


(I) The first concerns a "general and immediate cease-fire in view of the preparation of 
an atmosphere appropriate to peace in the region," 


It is self-evident that Morocco would be the first to rejoice when the guns fall silent. 
It has been the target of repeated aggression from outside, which in the first instance 
were aimed not even on the parts of Western Sahara but on parts of Morocean territory 
which has never been contested by anyone, 








VIII. 24 Jul 79 A 6 INTER-AFRICAN APPAIRS 


In resisting this aggression, Morocco has been showing moderation which is the more praise- 
worthy, as it displeases large sections of its public opinion. Recently, it agreed not 

to proceed with its complaints to the Security Council at the request of the OAU president, 
in order not to risk--however small this risk may be--harming the chances of negotiations. 
Its will for peace is therefore not suspect and it is not only for reasons of “atmosphere” 
that it would applaud the end of the fighting. 


Having said this, an appeal for a “cease-fire” is a wrong use of the definition and is very 
revealing of the lack of understanding by the adc hoc committee of the presert situation. 


In fact, a “cease-fire” presupposes warring sides engaged against each other in armed 
combat resulting from their initiatives. However, Moroceo has never texen in the Western 
Sahara and even less elsewhere such initiatives. Its troops have opened fire only in 
order to repulse aggressors. 


As regards Morocco, the call for a cease-fire is, unintentionally no doubt, a bitter irony. 
It is not in Morocco's power to cease fire because it is not Morocco who opened it. It can 
only give the assurance that if, at the call of the OAU, the fighting stops it will not be 
the one to disturb the peace; 


(II) The main point of the recommendation of the ad hoc committee and the main conclusions 
of these recommendations are in the second one, which reads: 


“Exercise of the right of self-determination by the people of the Western Sahara in a 
general and free referendum by which it will choose one of the following options: 


"A) total independence; 
"B) maintenance of the status quo; 
"C) union with Morocco or with Mauritana." 


This recommendation is unacceptable for Morocco and for a multitude of reasons. First of 
all, it follows from this text that the ad hoc committee was of the opinion that the 
population of Western Sahara has not exercised its rights to self-determination. This is 
the logical consequence--which, however, is unfounded--of the wrongful promises accepted 
by the committee and which have been criticized above. 


The committee refuses to take into account the unanimous pronunciation of the Jemma passed 
on 26 Pebruary 1975 at a time when this assembly composed of people elected within the 
framework of the social structures of the population was perfectly representative, and 

on the other hand it had on the basis of an international agreement between the "interested 
parties" the power to decide who should be in possession of all the powers and all the 
responsibilities which previously belonged to Spain and which were the identification 
marks of sovereigity. This way the exercise of self-determination, confirmed by elections 
at various levels that followed, have been insured. 
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A referendum is only one of the many ways of self-determination and not the mos’ 
frequently used and it is, besides, not the least contested one. The way of exp«cession 
of self-determination must be adapted to the circumstances of time, place and culture 
and it is certain that the consultation of the Jemma, taking into account these 
requirements, has been a means more sure than a referendum for knowing the wishes of 
the population. 


Independently from general consideration, recourse to a referendum as advocated by 

the ad hoc committee, is all the more unusual as no resolution of the United Nations 
dealing in a general manner with sel‘ -determination [1,514 (xv), 1,541 (xv), 2,625 (xxc)] 
or specifically with the colonization of Western Sahara, mentions a referendum as 4 
compulsory way of self-determination. It is particularly so regarding the two resolu- 
tions 3,458-A and 3,458 (xxx) of 10 December 1975. 


So the requirement of a referendum is virtually invented in all its pieces by the ad 
hoc committee in order to contest the value of the procedure of self-determination and 
of the transmission of sovereignty which has correctly occured by virtue of the agree- 
ments between the interested parties, and to substitute to the variety of procedures 
of self-determination confirmed by doctrine and practice of the United Nations the 
Single model of a referendum. 


Besides, one has to stress that recourse to a referendum wil] not be aceepted by Morocco. 
In fact, if Moroceo were to agree to this procedure, it would not only give up its own 
decolonization, of which the return of territories wrongfully held by colonization is 

an integral part; it would not only renounce the tripartite agreement by which it 
committed itself to respect the wishes of the Jemma which repretents the people; but 

it would also agree to abandon these people. Because there is no room for error: 

the very moment that a referendum were to be announced, the people would understand, 
even if it were not so, that Morocco had given up its rights over Western Sahara 

and that these people must be resigned to accept another fate. Under these circumstances, 
self-determination would become a sinister farce. 


Let us Suppose that the idea put forward at a certain time by the Prench authorities 
to organize a referendum in the Algerian Sahara had been met with the concurrence 

of the Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic [GPRA], would one believe that 
the people of this territory would not have regarded it as a repudiation by Algeria 
of its links with the Sahara, and at the same time an invitation to sunder its destiny 
from that of Algeria’? The GPRA was quite right in categorically rejecting this idea. 
At the very moment that referendum were to be accepted by Morocoo, this acceptance 
would signify that Morocco no longer wanted the Sahara, and that the motherland 

was abandoning its sons. Neither legally, in view of the commitments undertaken in 
the tripartite agreement to respect the wishes of the Jemma, nor politically, as 
Moroceo would thus betray itself, can this be entertained. 
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Moroceo cammot follow this path which would sevve neither justice, freedom, nor peace. 


(III) Paragraph * of the “recommendations” deals with the procedures of the referendun. 
In fact, it calls for no comment because it is no use discussing the organization of a 
course of action which is unacceptable. 


To conclude this review, Morocco, with the full gravity that the subjec$ requires, 

wishes to stress the errors and the perils into which one would throw oneself head 

first if one were to follow at all (except in the case of cessation of aggression against 
its territory) the ways and means put forward in the recommendations of the ad hoc 
committee. 


Pirst of all, the situation presented to Moroceo would mean that it has no right to 
decolonization. Decolonization, in fact, has meant for all the nations of the region a 
return simultaneously of independence and territorial integrity. As has often been 
said, if Moroceo's decolonization had been carried out against a single colonial power 
and all at once, there would never have been a specific Western Sahara problem. The 
moment Moroceo were to regain its independence, it would have recovered its territorial 
integrity, and the return to Morocco of people formerly united to it by legal bounds 
confirmed in the advice of the International Court of Justice would not have been a 
problem. This problem of Western Saharan decolonization is only a part of the problem 
of Morocco's decolonization. They maintain, if only for a moment, that Moroccan Sahara 
to not return to the bosom of the Moroccan homeland is to say that Morocco has not got 
the right to its own decolonization. 


One has to go even further. If, as is implied in the “recommendations” of the ad hoc 
committee, a referendum is the only legitimate procedure of self-determination, then one 
presumes as illegitimate all operations of decolonization which did not include specific 
referendums territory by territory, people by people, region by region. If there is 
need for a referendum to recognize the Moroccan character of Western Saharan lands and 


people, despite the historic rights of Moroceo confirmed by the advice of the International 


Court of Justice, despite the tripartite ag>-eement, despite the vote of the Jemma, 
despite the elections, then what is the value of other claims of sovereignty which 
Moroceo has never dreamt of contesting and which nevertheless have never resulted from 
referendums controlled by international groups or organizations’ And if there is a 
Saharan people, then it is the people of the whole of tne Sahara and not the people of 
Western Sahara only. Is this what the ad hoc committee intends to put to the OAU’? Not 
at all, of course, At the same time, however, the text of the ad hoc committee contains 
all this, like a cloud pregnant with lightening. 


Africa needs peace and stability. me is not allowed to play with either. Many states 
have minority elements who can claim regional, ethnic, linguistic or religious charac- 
teristics in order to gain exemption from the sovereignty under which they live. The 
right of people to self-determination is not the right of any opposition, even if and 
above all supported from outside, to stand up as a national unit and question the terri- 
torial integrity of decolonized states. 


In the past, the Africen powers have firmly resisted this trend of Balkanization which 
would serve only the imperialists. Today, Morocco is put in the dock as a dissident 
minority is taken for the Saharan people, which gains its image and even its existence 
from meant and men arriving from outside. 
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Is there not already talk of the “Tuaregs of the north’” And tomorrow, will one not 
raise to t@* level of a people to be liberated other groups taken into the service of 
schemes of expansion or destabilization’ 


Will decolonized Africa become the grave-digger of national sovereignties and identities 
torn from the imperialism of the colonizers’? It would be flippant and dangerous to thirk 
that the case of Moroccan Sahara is an isolated and particular problem. Whether one likes 
it or mot, it endangers at an African level a great many other interests and fates than 
that of Morocco. By opposing radically the “recommendations* of the ad hoc committee, 
and by at the same time stating that all ways of negotiation that do not endanger its 

own decolonization, its national integrity and its major interests remain open, Morocco 
defends not only its own sovereignty and the trustworthiness of its undertakings; it 
defends also, and in a shorter term than one may thirk, peace and stability in Africa 
itself. 


The Moroccan document also contains annexes outlining the legal aspects of the affair. 
Here is the text of these annexes: 


Legal note No 1 on the quality of “the interested state:”" 


The quality of the interested states of Morocco and Mauritania is in Resolution 5,292, 
underlined by the fact that it is by function of the relations these countries enter- 
tained with Western Sahara at the moment of the Spanish colonization that the two ques- 
tions which constituted a request for advice were put before the Court. It is also for 
this reason that Moroceo and Mauritania have been invited by the resolution to submit to 
the Court all information and documents liable to help in forming the answers to the 
questions put. 


The Court has on the other hand considered that Morocco was especially interested, and 
recognized its right to appoint an ad hoe judge to the panel of Judges of the Inter- 
mational Court of Justice. 


Legal note No 2 on Spanish sovereignty: 


Spain stressed its sovereignty before the International Court of Justice in 1975. It 
was already decreed in the organic decree of 29 August, 1944, which considered the 
Sahara as a territory over which Spain exercised its “rights of sovereignty.” This was 
confirmed by decree on 14 Jarmary 1958, which decided the ‘ tegration of Ifni and the 
Sahara with the “metropolitan territory” as Spanish provinces having the same status as 
those of the Iberian Peninsula. 


The fact that the United Nations has worked out a statute for non-autonomous territories 
recognizing & rigit to decolonization did not result in depriving the colonizer of the 
exercise of state authority, which constitutes sovereignty. 


This is also what Spain recognized on the one hand in its written note handed to the 
Court in 1975 which affirmed that “the administrating power...exercises its sovereignty 
in confirmity with international law in force and with the obligations under the Charter 
of the United Nations.” 
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On the other hand, the “law om the decolonization of the Sahara” of 19 November 1975 
confirms this comviction of Spain by stressi..g that “the Spanish state exercises in its 
quality of a@ministrating power full competence and power over the non-autonomous 
territory of Sehara.” One could not give a better definition of sovereignty. 


Legal note Wo 3 on territorial integrity and decolonization: 


The rule stipulating respect of territorial integrity applies as soon as decolonization 
has been completed either by the creation of a new state or by the restitution of 
sovereignty to an old state. 


The only difference between these two cases lies in the procedure of decolonization: 

While ‘he new state immediately benefits from its territorial integrity--its borders being 
those inherited from colonizations--the old state, which often had been dismembered by 

one or, as in the case of Morocco, by two colonizers, m*** go through various stages 
before it can recover the whole of its territory and its people. This explains why 
Morocco voiced reservations in 1963 about the principle of the maintenance of colonial 
borders, not because it rejected it fcr @ new state but simply because not having recovered 
all its territories yet (and it has not succeeded so far with respect to Ceuta and 

Mellila) it was compellec to postpone, till the moment of its full decolonization, the 
implementation of the immutability of a territorial status it has not yet regained. 


Legal note Wo 4 on territorial integrity and self-determination:; 


The relations between the norm of respect of territorial integrity and that stipulating 
the right of self-determination are not the same if one applies them to colonized 
and colonizing countries or between decolonized countries. 


In the first case, it is obvious that the colonizer cannot claim his rights to the 
integrity of the territory arbitrarily extended at the experse of a colonized people 
in order to refuse the latter its liberation. The right to self-determination comes 
in this case before territorial integrity. 


On the other hand, between decolonized states, the invocetion of the right of selfe- 
Getermination cannot serve as Justification for secessions that could weake: *he state 
and arbitrarily Gestabilize a region, or even by the generalization of a precedent and 
its exterizion to other states or a whole continent. 


Por this rearon, at the United Naticis and the OAL, the principle of territorial integrity 
has always teen granted priority under such ciroum tances. 


Meanwhile, the condition to observe in order to make this rule prevail is, in conformity 
with Resolution 2,625 (XXV), that there should be "a government representing the whole 
people belonging to a territcry without distinction of race, cresd or color." 


The Saharan people, as the court has recognised, has been linked to Moroceo from time 
immemorial and is today again within the national community. It is enjoying, without 
discrimination, all the rights of Morocean citizens. 
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TANJUG: Delegates on Sahara Question 
LD201430 Belgrade TANJUG in English 1308 GmuT 20 Jul 79 LD 
["Pool" item] 


[Text] Monrovia, July 20 (TANJUG)--The Saharan Detocratic Arab Republic is determined 
in its stand not to negotiate on recognition of its right to self<jetermination. It 
considers this a natural right of the Saharan people, which has also been confirmed in 
United Nations resolutions. 


This statement was made by foreign minir.or of the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic, 
Ibrahim Hakim, in an interview with TANJUG:s correspondent at the African summit in 
Monrovia, Dragan Milosavljevic. In another interview, Algerian Foreign Minister Mohammed 
Ben Yahia reiterated Algeria's position that the Saharan people alone can decide on the 
future of Sahara. 


Morocco, however, is of a different opinion, and its foreign minister, M'Hamed Boucetta, 
has stated that "Morocco wants to negotiate only with Algeria, not an imagined movement." 
A mumber of state heads, speaking in general debate, urged the recognition of the Saharan 
people's right to self~<jetermination. Seychelles President Albert Rene even explained 
that, "a delegation of west Africa [as received] should be here in this hall." Foreign 
minister of the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic, Ibrahim Hakim, asked by the Yugoslav 
correspondent about the reasons underlying Morocco's refusal to have a free Saharan 
state on its borders, stated, "Morocco is not an arbiter in this region, nor did we 

ask for its opinion when we started the armed struggle." The Organization of African 
Unity "must start concrete action," Hakim said. He added that his country is being 
"directly assisted already by seventeen African countries" and that "the majority of 
countries (in Africa) recognize the POLISARIO front as the only legitimate representa- 
tive of the Saharan people." 


This, at any rate, is one of these serious problems which today encumber Africa's march 
to unity. 


Senghor's Conferral With Angola's Neto 
PA220358 Paris AFP in English 0342 GMT 22 Jul 79 PA 


{Text] Dakar, July 22 (AFP) --President Leopold Sedar Senghor of Senegal, who has so 
far refused to normalize diplomatic relations with Angola, had a private meeting with 
Angolan President Agostinho Neto during the just-ended Organization of African Unity 
(OAU) summit in Monrovia, a Dakar newspaper reported yesterday. 


The newspaper, LE SOLEIL, reporting from the Monrovian capital, said "the historic 
meeting" took place in President Senghor's villa. But it did not report the length of 
the meeting or the subjects the two leaders discussed. President Senghor has repeatedly 
said that Senegal will not normalize relations with the Luanda government until Cuban 
troops leave Angola. President Neto, in turn, has said that the Cuban presence was 
linked to South African military threats on its southern border. 


Angola has also criticized Senegal for supporting the rebel National Union for Angolan 
Independence (UNITA) guerrillas who have been fighting the Luanda government since 
independence in 1975. 


Senegalese Foreign Minister Moustapha Niasse recently defended in Parliament Dakar's 
decision to allow UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi to hold a Senegalese passport. He said 
Senegal favored a joint government in Luanda, consisting of the present regime and 
UNITA. 
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TANZANIA 
BONUSES, NO MORE COMBAT DUTIES FOR RETURNING TROOPS 
LD201144 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 1000 GMT 20 Jul 79 LD/EA 


[Text] The goverment today announced that all soldiers returning from the frceat line 
after severely punishing the savage Amin in Uganda will be officially excused combat duties. 


A statement issued by the Ministry of Defense and National Services in Dar es Salaam says 
that all combatants returning from the front line have been assigned ausembly points where 
they will be officially relieved from combat duties. It stressed that it was only at 
these assembly points that papers identifying those who has participated in the fighting 
would be issued and gratuities paid. The statement added that ail combatants had been 
notified and that anyone failing to follow instructions from the arny headquarters would 
be considered a deserter and would receive neither his identity papers or his bonus. The 
government says that all combatants should report to the assembly points where arrange- 
ments have been made to give them their papers and bonuses immediately so that they can 
be taken soon to their respective areas. 


UGANDA 





BINAISA CONFERS WITH TOLBERT, RETJRNS HOME 
LD231750 Kampala Domestic Service in English 1000 GMT 23 Jul 79 LD/EA 


[Text] President Godfrey Binaisa has arrived back home from the Organization of African 
Unity heads of state summit in llonrovia. 


Before leaving for home President Binaisa conferred with President William Tolbert of 
Liberia and current chairman of the OAU at the Gunada villa in the OAU village. During 
their 1 and $ hour meeting, President Binaisa explained to the Liberiar leader about the 
Moshi conference, how the UNLF [Ugandan National Liberation Front] came into existence 
and how its various programs function. Mr Binaisa repeated what he termed the false con- 
clusion--that the war against fascist Amin was fought solely by Tanzanian forces. He 
Said people of Uganda had been struggling against Amin right from the day he seized power 
by force of arms in January 1971, using all means at their disposal, including guerrillas. 
When Amin launched his military aggression against Tanzania, the military wing of the UNLF 
took advantage of the situation, started their own military operation and worked in close 
collaboration with the Tanzanian Armed Forces. Mr Binaisa pointed out that Tanzania's 
main objective in fighting against Amin was to recover their territory which Amin had 
annexed, but since Amin had openly declared that he would take punitive measures against 
the ordinary people in the ter -itory where the UNLF and Tanzania forces had been received 
jubilantly, Tanzania felt a roral obligation to assist the UNLA [Ugandan National Liber- 
ation Army] and the people of | ganda to win decisive victory against Amin's murderous 
forces. 


Mr Binaisa added that as the two fratermal forces advanced across the country, they re- 
ceived an enthusiastic welcome from patriotic Ugandans who spontaneously rose to [word 
indistinct ] the UNLF. 


The Ugandan leader went on to say that, in light of these facts, it wes both false and 
unfair to the patriotic and gallant forces of the UNLA for some people to keep saying 
that it was only the Tanzanian forces that fought fascist Amin. 
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[Words indistinct] added that since Amin's removal, Tanzanian forces were in Uganda 

at the express invitation from the UNLF government, and not as an army of occupation 

as alleged by one or two African leaders during the OAU summit. President Binezisa 

also informed his counterpart that the Tanzanian troops had in face already begun a massive 
pullout program that will, by 31 July, take over 26,000 Tanzanian troops out of Uganda, 
leaving a limited number of troops to assist the UNLF government in training and trans- 
forming the UNLA from a guerrilla army to a conventional national defense arny. 


As regards the future of this country, President Binaisa told President Tolbert that 
the UNLF intends to adhere to the 2-year mandate, efter which the country will have 
general elections based on the principles of universal suffrage and secret ballot. 


Talking about Uganda's foreign policy in the post-Amin era, Mr Binaisa said that under 
the UNLF government, Uganda [words indistinct] and will absolutely defend democracy, 
human rights, peace, social justice, political and economic development based on the 
principle of self-determination. 


Mr Binaisa stated that the people of Uganda want peace and tranquility in the east 
African region, and in pursuit of that goal the Front govern.ent is determined to further 
development and intends to identify with all Ugandan neighbors. Mr Binaisa warned, 
however, that although the Ugandan people were friendly and peaceivl, nobody should under- 
estimate their ability to defend their dignity and independence. President Binaisa said 
that he wanted to make it abundantly clear tht the UNLF is mobilizing the people of Uganda 
{word indistinct] to defend their hard-won freedom. 


In response, President Tolbert told the Ugandan president that, in his capacity as 
current chairman of the OAU, he intends to visit east Africa in the very near future, 
since the maintenance of peace and tranquility in *hat region was a top priority for the 
OAU, 


A spokesman of the Uganda delegation said that the talks between the two leaders were 
very cordial. 


BINAISA CRITICIZES ‘HOSTILE REMARKS! BY NUMAYRI, OBASANJO 
LD231704 Kampala Domestic Service in English 1400 GMT 23 Jul 79 LD/EA 


[Text] President Binaisa has highly commended the delegations from Tanzania, Mozambique, 
Zambia and some other African countries for defending Uganda following some hostile remarks 
made by Presidents Numayri and Obsasanjo at the OAU heads of state summit in Monrovia. 

The president, who was addressing a press conference just after his arrival, commented 
that the conference was successful and his delegation has brought respectability to Uganda 
from the summit. 


The president expressed great concern over President Numayri's attack on President 
Nyerere's assistance to the Uganda National Liberation Front [UNLF]. The president «as 
also not happy with President Obasanjo of Nigeria for having tried to read a telegra: to 
the summit conference which Obasanjo claimed originated from Ugandans, which, President 
Binaisa said, was very abusing and slanderous. Mr Binaisa pointed out that the so-called 
telegram which President Obasanjo tried to read was baseless, adding that President 
Obasanjo forgot that the UNLF took a great part in removing dictator Amin from power. 

He said that becausd of these two hostile remarks he had to storm out in anger. 
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Mr Binaisa wondered why President MNumayri should complain about Ugandan refugees in 
his country, adding that in the sixties there were so many Sudanese refugees in Uganda. 
He declared Sudan has few Ugandan refugees compared to the Sudanese refugees in Uganda 
in the past decade. 


On southern Africa, Mr Binaisa said that the regime in South Africa is oppressive, 
Saying that no single African country and the OAU at large will ever recognize the new 
regime in Rhodesia. 


President Godfrey Binaisa was welcomed back home at Entebbe airport by Cabinet ministers, 
the commander of the UNLA [Ugandan National Liberation Army], Colonel Tito Okello; 
diplomats; and the chairman of the Consultative Council, Mr Rugumayo. 


Onthe same plane were the prime ministers of Tanzania and Zambia, Messrs Mkapa and 
Chakulya, respectively, who have come for a short visit to Uganda. 


MINISTERS ADDRESS CIVIL SERVANTS ON POLICY CHANGES 
LD202028 Kampala Domestic Service in English 1700 GMT 20 Jul 79 LD/EA 


{Text] The minister of public service and cabinet affairs, Mr Okwenje, has said that 
the civil service will be organized to make it more suitable to face the present task 
of reconstruction and rehabilitation, He was addressing permanent secretaries and 
heads of departments at the international conference centers. 


Mr Okwenje said the government will once again restore the practice of following standing 
orders and other laid-down regulations, which had been ignored in the last 8 years. He 
said appointments will be based on merit and done strictly in accordance with the proper 
public service commission procedure. In order to facilitate the above, the government 
intends to (?’respect from today) the role and status of the public service commission 
by allowing it to act as independently as possible and expanding its present powers. 
Members of the commission, he said, should therefore be people of high integrity, 
experience, and qualifications able to take unbiased decisions and defend them. The 
minister also said he will recommend the restoration of the high office of permanent 
secretary, office of the president, as head of the civil service and the appointment of 
a highly qualified and experienced Ugandan to the office. 


He said the president will soon regularize the appointment of permanent secretaries 
and [words indistinct] heads of @epartment to ensure the smooth running of government 
machinery. In addition to all these measures, Mr Okwenje said, his ministry intends to 
fill all vacant posts and establish crash training programs both within the country 
and outside for government officers to equip them with practical knowledge, skill and 
competence. 


Mr Okwenje, however, told the officers that destructive and unprogressive elements 
and incompetent officers appointed by Amin will be dealt with firmly in accordance 
with the established government machinery. 


Addressing the same audience, the minister of natural resources, Professor Kabwegyere, 
told the officers to carefully consider themelves first as citizens and then as civil 
servants. He said they should perform their duties first and foremost as citizens 

of this country and give advice to the government and act without waiting for directives. 
He said: You have the collective duty of all Ugandans to rehabilitate and reconstruct 
the country both morally and physicaliy. 
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Professor Kabwegyere said that evils of magendo and other kinds of dishonesty are a result 
of people not critically analyzing their positior’ as citizens of this country. 


The senior officers pointed out problems facing chem in their daily work, the biggest of 
Which is security. They said that the civil servants cannot be expected to cooperate 
with the urgent duties of reconstructioninasituation of intense insecurity. They also 
{words indistinct] appointments to [words indistinct] the civil servants and immediate 
removal of unsuitable officers. They were of the opinion that delegation of duties is 
strictly adhered to so that the former confusion of senior officers doing work of junior 
officers does not arise. 


INTERIOR MINISTRY DECLARES AMNESTY FOR SURRENDER OF WEAPONS 
1D231958 Kampala Domestic Service in English 1700 GMT 23 Jul 79 LD/EA 


{Text] The minister of internal affairs has appealed to all persons in possession of 
firearms and ammunition to hand over such weapons to the nearest police station by the 
30th this month at the latest. If anyone is afraid of or is otherwise unable to 
surrender the weapons to the authorities, he should report the matter to the police 
immediately who will make arrangements for the collection of the weapons. Wo action 
will be taken against anyone who surrenders any weapon to the authorities by 30th this 
month . 


The minister has warned that anyone who fails to heed to this appeal and is found in 
possession of such weapons after the given day will find himself in dire circumstances. 


The minister stressed that it is the duty of all patriotic Ugandans to contribute towards 
the establishment and maintenance of the rule of law. It is, he said, of extreme importance 
that the weapons which found their way into the hands of civilians before and after 

the war should now be surrendered to the authorities. He stressed that the presence of 
weapons in the citizenry [as heard] cause a great danger to the life of everyone, and 

anyone who fails to report the presence of such weapons would be doing a disservice to 
himself, his friends, relatives and the public at large. 


11 ARRESTED FOR LOOTING, POSSESSING FIREARMS 
1D232000 Kampala Domestic Service in English 1700 GMT 23 Jul 79 LD/EA 


{Text] Eleven people were arrested today at Nakulabye, Kibuye, Entebbe and Kawempe with 
gums, ammunition and looted property. Pive of those arrested were wearing Uganda National 
Liberation Army and Tanzanian People's Defense Forces uniforms. Among the looted property 
recovered ares a white Datsun 120Y car with its registration number removed and a 17-inch 
television set. Four, one of them who was wearing a uniform, were arrested at Nakulabye. 
The three, two of them in uniforms, were arrested at Entebbe. They have confessed that 
their gang consists of five people and the other two, who are still a large, are also 
wearing uni.“orms, Two were arrested at Natete and the other two, one of whom was in 
uniform, at .awempe. [numbers as heard] 
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GHANA 
DAILY GRAPHIC CHARACTERIZES SUMMIT AS 'DISAPPOLNTING' 
AB231420 Accra Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 23 Jul 79 AB 
{Press review] 
[Excerpt] The DAILY GRAPHIC writes on the OAU summit which ended in Liberia this weekend. 


The paper says, as the heads of states return to their countries, all member states must 
carry out a serious assessment of the rather disappointing outcome of the meeting. The 
GRAPHIC maintains that the bickering, walkouts, attacks and counterattacks that 
characterized the meeting, have not done much good toward solving the problems wh’*" still 
remain with Africa. The paper says that while the summit has left many issues han_ 

if the few decisions that have been taken should be tackled seriously, Africa will mov. - 
step forward towards finding lasting solutions to the urgent political and economic problems. 


IVORY COAST 
JAPAN'S SONODA VISITS TO TALK WITH OFFICIALS 
AB231115 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 0745 GMT 23 Jul 79 AB 


[Excerpt] This is the second day of the visit of the Japanese minister of foreign affairs 
to the Ivory Coast. Mr Sonoda will have talks with some officials today. That will be 
the occasion for the head of Japanese diplomacy to explain his country's policy concerning 
Africa. That is the main purpose of Mr Sonoda's tour on the continent. This tour will 
lead him to many African countries. The Japanese have been effective above all in the 
field of commerce. They want to ensure crucial markets for the coming years, the Japanese 
minister clearly disclosed yesterday afternoon, upon his arrival in Abidjan. Africa, he 
said, is the continent of the 2lst Century. 


MALI 
DELEGATION CLARIFIES POSITION ON WESTERN SAHARA 
AB231432 Bamako Domestic Service in French 1300 GMT 23 Jul 79 AB 


{Text ] The Malian delegation to the 16th OAU summit, which was held in Monrovia, con- 
firms that Upper Volta did indeed vote in favor of the report of the ad hoc committee 
on the issue of Western Sahara both during the first and the second rounds. The report 
to the effect that Upper Volta had voted against the report is false, the minister of 
foreign affairs and international cooperation stated in the explanation he sent tothe 
editor's office of Radio Mali. 


NIGER IA 
RESULTS IN STATE HOUSE ELECTIONS REPORTED 
LD232234 Lagos International Service in English 2200 OMT 23 Jul 79 LD 


{(Text] A total of 1,261 results in the elections into the state houses of assembly have so 
far been declared by FEDECO [Federal Electoral Commission]. The position of the parties 
now is: 

WeU [Netionel Party of Nigerie) 461; UPN [United Party of Nigerie) 321; NPP [Nigerien 


People's Party] 190; PRP [People's Redemption Perty]) 127; end GNPP [Greet Nigeris People's 
Party) 131. 


Only 96 results sre being ewaited, 
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RIGOLA 
MACHEL, RATSIRAKA ARRIVE EN ROUTE FROM OAU SUMMIT 
1D231800 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 11350 Gur -3 Jul 79 ID/EA 


{Text] President Didier Ratsiraka of the Democratic Republic of Madagascar and President 
Samora Machel of the People's Republic of Mozambique, arrived here in Luanda on Saturday 
on their way home. The two leaders came from Monrovia where they attended the OM heads 
of state summit moet ing. 


On arrival, Malagasy President Comrade Didier Ratsiraka said thet he holds a positive 
view of th OM summit meting. He said there are many points of satisfaction. The 
points of satisfaction are, he stressed, that the progressive countries understand 

that unity is needed for coordinating the action. Mentioning some of the facts, he 
referred to the question of Western Sahara. He said that the *OLISARIO is regarded 

by the OA members states as the sole legitimate representat‘ve of the people of Western 
Sahara. Spcaking on the Middle East, he said that the majority of the members of the 
OM reject the separatist deal between Egypt and Israel. He also mentioned the fact 
that an ed hoc commission was formed and sdopted and this fact, he said, implied a de 
facto recognition of the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic. 


MAD AGASC AR 
RATSIRAKA SATIFIED WITH OAU SUMMIT RESULTS 
PA231954 Paris APP in Prench 0912 GMT 25 Jul 79 PA 


{Text] Antananarivo, 23 Jul (APP)--Malagasy President Didier Ratsiraka voiced his sat- 
isfaction last night with the results of th: 16th OAU Summit in Monrovia. 


On his return to the country, the chief of state told newsmen that, in away, the OM vote 
on the committee of elders’ recommendation on Western Sahara was "a victory by progressives 
who advocate indep-ndence of the Saharan territory over reactionaries who want obstinately 
to perpetuate the colonial status of this region,” 


"By saying that the suggestion of a ceas°-fire and a referendum is null and void, Morocco 
revealed its policy of «xpansion and colonization to the world,” Ratsiraka said, adding: 

"the holding of the referendum is not altogether justified and Mauritania will just have 

to restore to the Saharans that part of their territory that it is occupying." 


Concerning the isl«ts that Madagascar is claiming in the Indian Ocean, Ratsiraka voiced 
satisfaction with the fact thet “most OA) countries recognized the legitimacy of 
Malagasy claims." “They agreed with us that these islets belong to Madagascar and not 
Prance,” he said, 


The Malagasy president reiterated that the meetings of progressive African countries' 
leaders outside the OAV summit were held to “outline a common strategy and to try finding 
areas of understanding for cooperation between progressive states." He hoped that 

their leaders will meet again before the upconing nonalined swamit in Havana. 


Pinally, President Ratsiraka said that the Monrovia oi] talks permit him to state that 
Madagascar will continue to receive its normal supply. "The signing of long-term contracts 
advantageous t> our country might be considered later,” he said. 











VIIt. 2% Jul 79 E2 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


MAURITIUS 
LABOR PARTY EXPELS THREE DEPUTIES 
PA2Z4OO44 Paris AFP in French 1559 GMT 23 Jul 79 PA 


(Text ] Port Louis, 23 Jul (APP) --The Directorate of the Mauritian Labor Party, the 
majority party in the govermment coalition, adopted a motion on Sunday to expel three of its 
deputies -<dissidents Harish Boodhoo, Rohit Beedassy and Radha Gungoosingh. For more than 
a year, the three dissidents have been conducting a systematic campaign to purge the party 
and make it return to its original socialist ideology. To do this, they have not hesitated 
to estrange themselves completely from their fellow party members, making accusations 
against certain ministers and recently voting systematically against the government in 
Parliament. 


The straw that broke the camel's back for the Labor Party Directorate was the vote by the 
three dissidents last week in favor of a motion to censure the govermment presented by 
the parliamentary opposition. However, the expulsion of the dissident deputies was not a 
unanimous action within the Mauritian Labor Party. Actually, only 23 of the 50 members 
of the party Directorate voted on the motion. Three members abstained and the others were 
absent from the meeting. 


Mauritian prime minister and Labor Party leader, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, was among those 
who voted in favor of expelling the three dissidents. 


The expelled deputies will meet Monday afternoon to plan the creation of anew political 
party. They stated on several occasions recently that they would accept their expulsion 
from the party. 


RHODESIA 
POREIGN MINISTER ON OAV RECOGNITION OF PATRIOTIC FRONT 
LD221524 Johannesburg International Service in English 1100 GMT 22 Jul 79 LD 


[Text] Zimbabwe Rhodesian minister of foreign affairs, Mr Mukome, says it appears that 
the more moderate nations at the Organization of African Unity summit meeting were swept 
aside by the militant African nations. Mr Mukome said the OAU decision to recognize the 
Patriotic Pront as the sole representative of the people of Zimbabwe Rhodesia had not been 
unexpected, but his government had hoped for a better result. However, the OAU resolution 
should not be taken too seriously, because if the Patriotic Front were indeed the repre - 
sentative of the Zimbabwean Rhodesian people, it would have contested the majority rule 
electiors. 


POLICE MOUNT "MASSIVE! OPERATION APTER ABDUCTION 
LD231224 Johannesburg International Service in English 1100 OMT 23 Jul 79 LD 


[Text] Police are mounting a massive followup operation in the Mt Darwin area of 
Zimbabwe Rhodesia after the abduction of 59 people from a Catholic mission station 
near the Mozambique border, Those kidnaped include a black Jesuit priest and 6 nuns. 
Chureh officials believe that terrorists, presumably members of Robert Mugabe's 
Mozambique -based faction of the Patriotic Pront, are responsible. The prefect of 
Sinoia Diocese, Monsignor Reckter, said the kidnaping had occurred at the Marymount 
Mission, a complex consisting of a hospital, a school and a Roman Catholic church, 
on Wednesday night. He told Radio Republic of South Africa that he was awaiting the 
police report on the incident. 
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